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Mr, William Brewster, 
Concord, Masse 
Dear Siri-- 

Your favor at hand, Replying, will say,that I have not 
seen the specimen in two or three years,but have no doubt whatever 
that it is still in first-class shape. I will simply add that I 
should think the specimen should bring $750. if in perfect shape 
and if you eould use it at this figure please advise mé, and I will 
try hard to secure it. I will give you the refusal of the bird 
if you so desire.I do not know yet whether it is an American spéc- 
imen or not,and I only wonder how the mseum got in possession of 
the bird any waye If you ean give this figure or about that, providing 
it is strictly a nice specimen, I will make a trip to the institution 
and get a photo of it,the bird,and mail to you,or at least get a 
perfect description of it. I think Capt.Chas.E.Bendire would say I 
am reliable, Have corresponded considerable with him and donated 
quite a few eggs to the Nat.Museum. Pleasé reply promptly and fully. 

Yours tris. 
Vie AZ 
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Mr. William Brewster, 

Cambridge, Mass. 
Dear Siria-= 

I have just had placed in my hands a collection of New 
England Birds, I think all collected in New England, in all 662 
skins, Every wie has peen carefully prepared and ia contents of 
each stomach preserved also the tongues of each bird, I have a list 
of the collection,and if you would like to look same over will for- 
ward same to you. 

These skins were all taken between 77 and 1881,by one and 
the same party, a wealthy gentleman,who had EE leisure 
time,and devoted it to the scientific study of Ornithology. He has 
for some time and since 1881 been engaged in Merchantile pursuits 
in New York City,and writes me to offer his collection for sale, 

His price is $350. F.0.B. at Wallingford, Conn, where 
they now are, Since the time he was collecting the skins have all 
been carefully arranged in an air tight and dust proof cabinet and 
he states they are in perfect order, there being only perhaps forty 
or fifty skins in the whole lot,that were badly shot,and consequently 
strictly first-class specimens could not be made of them, 

The great value of the collection lies in the very full 
notes contained of each s; pecimen,being very full indeed. If you are 
interested in this,please write _ at oncé,but if not, I would 
consider it a favor if you would cones. some one who is, I am 
Sorry to say that the collection cannot be broken,but must all go 
ina lump to one party. 

Hoping to hear from you soon, I an, 

Yours very, truly, 


Vi 


P.S. This collection has been offered to one other party only ,and 
hence the above offer is condition&l,as he may take it yhaving written 
for full particulars,but no reply een Vet. 


If you should want to take this collection,could you rundown to 
Wallingford, Ct, and meet me,and the owner there to look it over, 
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Mr, William Brewster, 
Concord , Mass» 
Dear Siri--- 
Your favor of the 6th at hand and noted, First regarding 
the Great Auk,will state that I felt certain from my past recollece 
G08 of how the'bird looked ttat it must be one of those speciés, 
However, I visited the college and looked over the specimen and 
found it was a "Great Penguin" or King Penquin,so»called,from Cape 
Even South Americag I at once wrote you,addregsing the Letter "Con 
'@ard,Mass" of which I have copy on file,and same was returned to me, 
3@ ~ paid no further attention to the a beew ,thinking you must be 
away for the Summery 
Now regarding the collection of skins 1 offered you, this 
Sellection has been placed in my hands, to sell,and it seems to me 
the price is extremely low as quoted, I sent the list to a friend 
iM the East several days ago. I shall write him to-day and on has 
péturn of same will send to you. In the meantime I will corréspenf 
With the owner asking if he cannot possibly arrange to have a couple 
signs sent me, I can realize of course that you would prefer fo sée 
@ sample,and this with the list doubtless it would be unnecessary 
f@r you to go to Wallingford, I should however run down there @&» mje 
s@Be everything was 0,Ks Will write you again ina few days, 


Yours very truly, LL 
VF Heth 
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Oct.11,1892 
Mr. William Brewster, 
Cambridge, Mass, 

Dear Siri- 

i herewith enclose you a list of the collection offered, 
I am aware that there are not a large quantity of rare kinds in 
this lot,but they represent four or five years of a New Englander’s 
collecting,and a very careful collector and student of birds. As 
before stated the contents of the stomach of each specimen and alse 
the tongues of all specimens have been preserved,and a full descrip» 
tion of the surroundings,and all notes of interest carefull preserved 


Pad 


of each species. I have written for a sample @kins or two if it 


can be arranged to sent to me,and if he will send them on,will 


? 
mail to you. In the meantime let me hear from you in regard to 
list sent. I am also aware that these same ski ld be bought ‘of 
seattering parties with sort of specimens,etc. for  .¢rhaps © 
lower figure but coming party,and all carefully preparda, 
with so full notes,etc, make them an especially valuable ipt fof 

a party Writing up life histories of birds,etc, The numbegs to the 
extreme right show the number of skins of each species. Awaitdme 


your early reply, 
Yours very truly, 
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G.H.OUNSTON, SUFFALO, N.Y 
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Mr, Wm. Brewster, 
Cambridge, Mass. 


Dear Sir:i== 
Just heard from the owner of the collection under con- 


sideration and he advises me he will send you or rather send to me 
and I will send you two or three skins as they run,so you may see 
what they are like. Doubtless thesewill go forward to you the first 


of the week,unless I hear from you to the contaary in the meantime, 


Very truly yours, 


Walter F, ‘ebb. 
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Oct,14, 1892, 
Mr. Wim. Brewster, 
Cambridge, Mass. 
Dear Siri == 
Your favor at hand. I will write the owner of the col- 
lection of Bird $k ns and see if he will not reduce price somewhat, 


I have thought myself on carefully looking over the lot that about 


$310, say would be a fair price,but of course prepared as it is, 


contents of stomachs saved,also tongues,etc of each species has 


some entailed a low of work, I have no doubt the skins are all 
nice. I will see if I can get him to accept the above figure cash 
and if possible,will write you whensending the sample skins. Will 
probably get a reply from him by Monday and will then write you 
agalne 


Yours very truly, 


Walter F, Webb. 
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S can furnish jive collections of 
Shells, Corals, Minerals, Rocks. 
Meteorites, Glass Models of Inverte- 
brate Animals, Skeletons. Human or 
Animal. Anatomical Models, Busts, \ 
Masks, Echinodermata, Mounted? ‘», 
Birds, Mammals, Fish, etc., or same : 
in scientifically prepared Skins; 
Shells in natural state or cleaned, & 
thousands of species; Worth Ameri-% 
can and Foreign Birds Eggs, fossils 2 
from Bad Lands, etc, Land mail $ 
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Office of 
Webb's Vatural Science Establishment, 
Walter §. Webb, Mgr. 
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Mr. Wm. Brewster, 

Camoridge, ass. 
My Dear Sirie= 

T have for sale perfect sets of Duck 

Hawk 1/4, Calif. Condor 1/1,Golden crest Kinglet 
1/9 % nest, latter taken oy Che/#/ey at Grand Menan 
and was in the Huckins Collection at Watertown. 
Perhaps vou used to know Dr.Huckins. I bought his 
small collection of nésts and eggs while in the 
Fast this Spring. 

T am verv desirous ot selling the condor 
egg. 1 can’t see anv reason whv thev should not be 
rare in a few vears,as indeed they are pretty rare 
to get hold of now. My egg has a hole in the side 
not over 1/16th of an inch wide,in fact no larger 
than igs usually put in a Réed-shoulderel Hawk to olay 
If among vour acquaintances vou can think of anv on 
who might like to purchase a specimen,?T would pe 
very thankful for tne address,ax.d if anv sale is ma 
will reimourse vou for the trouole. 

Res pectfully vours, : 
Walter F, Webb. 


Notice of taking of Conor egg in kav 1: Museum, 


te OD ihice of a 
Webb's Vatural Science Establishment, 
Walter §. Webb, War. 
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May 20 , L898 


vr. Win, Prewster, 
Mv Dear Sir:-= 

Your favor at hand. I send 
_vyou ooth eggs or the Condor, for this reason. 
The 1897 egg,is not of typical shape. It is 
genuine I] am sure, as the party I got them of ,is 
strictly honest I know. I would not have taken 
this trovole,out you have oeen very kind in answer- 
ing any letters I have written asking for information 
and I thererore give vou the pick of the two, 
in case vou wish to ouy one. You can use same pox 
to return one or poth, packing carefully. 

T send vou my collectors letter that ac- 
companied the eggs. I have tilled out no data planks 
nor indeed did he, but yor can use such. part or the 
letter, as vou wish, as it gives all or more inior- 
mat jon than a Pee: does. I have erased locality 
pute@that is Santa Rarbara County. I do not wish to 
give collectors name or residence at this moment, 
but will do so if vou insist on it,as 1 think T 
shall have another egg from hin, and possiolv another 
year one also. Still, this is gor t of "counting 
chickens*etc. I should like letter returned after 
using such part of it as vou wish, As to *he 
identity of the eggs I feel there can oe ro question 
whatever. The voung man that took them lives on a 
.farm,is poor but honést,as J know from friends that 
live in his nearest city. 

Verv trulv vours, 
Walter *. Yebpb. 
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Webb’s Viatural Science Establishment, 
Walter §. Webb, Mayr. 
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